THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA          2Q7
Document No. 93*
[Robert Frost, deposition made at Cartagena, September
12, 1592]
(p. 11) ... On June 20, 1592, we sighted a frigate eight leagues
from the city of Cartagena, over toward the Magdalena River, and
we gave chase immediately. Recognizing us, this vessel fled toward
land and went aground. When we saw this both our ships dropped
anchor near the frigate and forthwith in our boats we sent ashore
what men we could. It was now night and we stationed our (p. 12)
sentries and at once sent four men to board the frigate to see what
there was in the vessel. They returned soon and told us that she had
a cargo of merchandise. We thereupon withdrew all our men and
went back to our ships because we feared an ambuscade on the part
of our enemies. We remained at anchor all this night and next day
until early evening when we made sail to sea.
Next day after dinner, which was June 22 of the current year, we
sighted two ships and a pinnace and followed them until we overtook
them and immediately recognized that they were English, our
* friends. We spoke each other and they asked us what news there was
of the coast and we told them that we had driven a frigate ashore
and that we were not certain what cargo she carried but, if they
desired, we would all go back together to where we had left her,
and that we would lead the way because of the shoals. And so we all
five sails steered for the land. One of our ships which was ahead
struck on a (p. 13) rock and sank in half an hour. All those on board
escaped by swimming. Nevertheless the remaining four ships came
on and anchored near the frigate. This was about three in the
afternoon.
We sent a boat to reconnoitre, to learn if there was anybody on
board of the frigate or nearby, and, having made the reconnaissance,
the boat returned to report that nothing had been seen.
At this time we saw cattle on the beach and felt some suspicion
that perhaps this was a trick of our enemies, but by this time we had
decided to land and so in the only two boats we had we sent ashore
as many men as we could. Because the boats were crowded they
could not get away together and so we landed at two different places
a good distance apart.
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